Name ____________

The Witch of Blackbird Pond
1. Please describe Kit's first interaction with Hannah. What is Kit's initial reaction to Hannah? How does Kit's view and opinion of Hannah change in the course of their first meeting? How does Kit's view and opinion of Hannah change throughout the novel? Why?
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Name ____________

The Witch of Blackbird Pond
2. The role of women in the Colonies involved a lot of work. Please give some examples from the text that show the role of women. Compare and contrast the ways Kit adapts to this and her ability to do the work required to Judith and her ability.
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The Witch of Blackbird Pond
3. Though the novel takes place more than three centuries ago, it focuses on values—

such as compassion—that are still important today. On a separate sheet of paper,

explain the importance of compassion. Use examples from the novel to show why

and how compassion can outweigh other values. What lessons can people learn from

reading this book?
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Prejudice in Witch of Blackbird Pond

How does Elizabeth George Speare explore the idea of prejudice in the novel ‘The Witch of Blackbird Pond’?
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In the ‘Witch of Blackbird Pond’, Elizabeth George Speare expresses the idea of prejudice by exploring different aspects of the plot, setting and characters. Prejudice is mainly portrayed by the characters.

This novel is based around the witch hysteria, in the late 1600’s where if you could swim, had a devil’s mark, were a widow or had a black cat, you were usually accused of being a witch. It is also based around prejudice. Witch hysteria and prejudice are introduced in the beginning of the novel when Kit falls a victim to this.

On this first occasion, Prudence Cruff’s doll falls into the sea. Kit, acting on impulse jumps into the water after it and brings it back. As I mentioned before, swimming is a sign that you were a witch, so Prudence’s mother, Goodwife Cruff is instantly suspicious of Kit. Later on in the novel, when a plague of illness spreads around she accuses Kit of casting a spell on them to make them sick. Then she gathers up some people and tells them that Kit is a witch. 

Hannah TupperAnother time is when she arrives on the doorstep of her aunt and uncle’s house. Her uncle is not pleased and thinks she will be a nuisance. But little did he know that some time she will prove him wrong.

At the end of the novel, at her witch trial, one of her charges was, and I quote ‘For being the familiar friend and companion of the widow  of Blackbird Pond, an alleged witch who has within the past week disappeared in a suspicious manner. Such friendship is a lawful test of guilt.’ 

So you can see that from this quote they accused her of being a friend to Hannah Tupper, who was not a witch but an old woman who just needed some company.

The plot is based around the examples of prejudice. Such as when Kit is immediately accused of being a witch by Goodwife Cruff because she swam, then the whole plot is based around Kit being accused of a witch. The whole story takes off from that point. Everyone believes Goodwife Cruff because they don’t know Kit well enough to believe she isn’t one. So everyone is prejudice against Kit and her friend Hannah, and that’s basically the storyline.


The Witch of Blackbird Pond

1. What do you think the main themes of this book are? 

2. What if people suddenly expected you to behave differently from what you are used to? What are some ways you, or others, might respond if the rules of acceptable behavior suddenly changed?

3. It is obvious that men and women play different roles in The Witch of Blackbird Pond and, by implication, in colonial society. This is a basic historical fact. But what is striking about the novel is how Elizabeth George Speare reveals two truths: how men as well as women are trapped by their roles, and the emotional implications of these strict gender roles for all characters. Can you come up with some examples from the book?

4. Who do you feel the most sorry for in this novel and why?

5. In her attempt to help both Prudence and Hannah, Kit sometimes disobeys community and family rules. Was that the right thing to do and does that make her a good friend? 

6. When did you first suspect there might be something between Nat and Kit? How did Speare craft things so this relationship made sense? 

7. In the end, do you think Speare is saying “Keeping Secrets” is a good thing or a bad thing? 

8. As Kit adjusts to life in her new community, she must often ask herself whom must I be loyal to? How does that parallel our lives in this country today? 

9. In New England, witchcraft was a crime punishable by death. The first such trial and execution took place in Connecticut in 1647. Ten other similar trials and executions took place in Connecticut in the twenty years following. Three of those "witches" were from the real town of Wethersfield. Speare said, "I do not believe a historical novel should gloss over the pain and ugliness." Do you think the novel's conclusion was realistic for that time period?

10. In the end, Matthew shows himself to be law-abiding, even though he is prejudiced against those with different ideas. Do you think it is possible for a good and decent person to have prejudices?

11. This book was written a long time ago, do you think it would still interest kids today? What books of our time might interest kids just as much in 50 years?

Have students write a paragraph or journal entry on each of

these topics. Ask them to imagine they are in a situation where they have to

deal with this issue. How would they feel? What would they do?

Concepts:

Tolerance for people who are different

Dealing with injustice

Moving to a new place where you don’t know anyone

Chapter 12

What are Kit’s priorities? How do you know? In what

ways does she use integrity? Self-control?

Characterization: Discuss: Why does Nat tell Kit the story of the bird? What

does that tell you about Nat? About Kit?

Literature: Nat and Kit talk about The Tempest by William Shakespeare.

Introduce your students to the story. Discuss the Puritan attitudes toward

drama, as implied in this story. Extension: Research what Ellen White has

to say about drama. Compare and contrast her views with those of the

Puritans.

Chapter 15

Politics: Explain why Uncle Matthew and his friends were so upset about

Governor Andros. What were some of their specific gripes? Compare

and contrast their situation with the situation in Palestine during the

time of Christ.

Historical Background: Look up more information about the Charter Oak (CT

history website). If you have a Connecticut state quarter, issued in 2000,

have students note that the illustration on the back (a large tree) is the

Charter Oak.

Chapter 16

Historical Background: Learn about the origin of All Hallows Eve / Halloween

history and traditions. Note that Uncle Matthew refers to it as a “papist

holiday.” What did he mean? Was that an accurate label?

Characters: What reasons does Kit give for marrying William? Do you

think they are good reasons? Why or why not?

What does Hannah mean when she says, “Thee has never escaped at

all if love is not there”?

Writer’s Craft: p. 158 – example of foreshadowing. Discuss what foreshadowing

is. Have students look for other examples in this book or in their own

writing.

Characters: What does final exchange between Judith and the rest of the

family tell you about Judith? Who shows empathy? How?

Chapter 17

Effective Habits: The people of Wethersfield seem to be playing the “blame

game” – looking for someone to blame when something bad happens. Is

this something that still happens today? How can situations like this be

avoided?

Language: p. 173 – “Damn them” – Don’t just ignore inappropriate language.

Discuss it with students. Ask: Why don’t we use that term? What’s

wrong with it? Why do you think the author chose to use it here? Can you

think of any other way the author might have conveyed the same emotion

without resorting to inappropriate language?

Chapter 18

Character Development: Discuss: Has Kit changed? Has Matthew? In what

ways? Why do you think they have changed?

Chapter 19

Characters: Discuss: Why do you think Kit declined to press countercharges

against Goodwife Cruff? Do you think she made the right decision? Why

or why not? (Bible tie-in: Matthew 5:38-48.)

Chapter 20

Name ____________

The Witch of Blackbird Pond
Writing Assignment #1

     In The Witch of Blackbird Pond by Elizabeth George Speare, the main character leaves her home in Barbados and moves to America to live with family members whom she has never met before.  What could be some of the issues associated with moving to a new place where you don’t know anyone?  Use examples from the novel to support your thesis.  Be sure to be specific in your details and make clear connections between your explanations and your thesis.  
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The Witch of Blackbird Pond
Writing Assignment #2
     In The Witch of Blackbird Pond, Elizabeth George Speare demonstrates that there are several distinct varieties of freedom, each which has its own cost.   Discuss how the characters in The Witch of Blackbird Pond show that one can be emotionally free, but one pays the cost of social disapproval.  Use examples from the novel to support your thesis.  Be sure to be specific in your details and make clear connections between your explanations and your thesis.  
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